% \t  Urban  district  Council  of  Carlmtqton, 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’ 5 OFFICE,  2,  CHELSTON  PLACE, 

COC KINGTON,  January  6th,  1897. 


Me.  Chaieman  and  Gentlemen, 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  my  experience  for  the  past  year  in  this  District  has  been  on 
the  whole  very  satisfactory.  The  mortality  during  the  year  has  been  extremely  low,  only  20  deaths  having 
occurred,  yielding  a death  rate  of  10  per  1,000,  against  12-5  per  1,000  in  1895,  and  11-8  per  1,000  in  1894. 
None  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  any  of  the  diseases  notifiable  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act, 
a statement  that  I have  been  able  to  repeat  for  three  consecutive  years. 

There  have  been  33  births  registered  during  the  year,  yielding  a birth  rate  of  16-5  per  1,000,  against  14-5 
per  1,000  in  1895,  and  21  per  1,000  in  1894. 

As  regards  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  District,  I consider  that  it  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

As  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  the  whole  of  this  District  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  same  source  as 
Torquay,  I mean  the  Tottiford  and  Kennick  reservoirs,  and  the  whole  of  the  District  is  drained  into  the 
Torquay  drainage  system,  with  the  exception  of  seven  houses  on  Livermead  Hill,  which  have  a miniature 
sewage-farm  of  their  own,  which  was  rendered  necessary  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  connecting  them  with  the 
Torquay  system  on  account  of  the  levels.  Besides  these  seven  houses,  there  are  a few  cottages  in  -the  Old 
Village  of  Cockington,  the  drainage  of  which  gave  me  some  trouble  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  owing  to  two 
cases  of  diphtheria  being  notified  to  me  from  that  locality. 

I found  on  inspecting  them  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  that  their  system  of  drainage  was,  to  say  the 
least,  primitive,  consisting  of  open  middens,  situate  in  close  proximity  to  the  cottages,  and  in  a few  instances, 
lying  on  a higher  level  than  the  basements. 

The  owner  of  these  cottages,  with  the  greatest  courtesy  and  promptitude,  acted  on  my  advice,  and  had 
earth  closets  erected  in  the  place  of  these  middens,  and  I am  happy  to  state  that  I have  not  had  a single  case  of 
infectious  disease  notified  from  that  part  of  the  District  since.  Mr.  Cowling,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  that 
he  lias  tested  the  drains,  and  had  the  defects  remedied,  in  10  inhabited  houses  during  the  year,  against  over  80  in 
1895,  this  diminution  in  the  number  tested,  I think,  is  in  itself  satisfactory,  showing  that  the  complaints  of 
defective  drains  are  considerably  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  Thirty-four  new  houses  have  been  inspected 
and  passed  for  occupation,  and  plans  of  37  houses  have  been  approved  of. 

The  Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses  have  been  inspected,  and  the  Police  have  visited  the  retail  milkshops 
in  the  District,  samples  being  taken  and  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst,  one  conviction  for  adulteration  following. 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  in  1894  to  consider  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  question  has  not  yet 
been  able  to  make  its  report  to  the  Council,  but  I hope  it  may  soon  be  able  to  do  so,  with  the  effect  that  we  shall 
be  no  longer  destitute  of  this  most  desirable  provision,  the  importance  of  which  I pointed  out  in  my  last  Annual 
Report,  so  that,  as  I said  last  year,  we  may,  in  spite  of  any  emergency,  maintain  the  reputation  of  Cockington  as 
being  one  of  the  healthiest  Districts  in  the  West  of  England. 


I remain,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentleman, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Jla.  M’.c.s. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


